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WELCOME

How will mankind finally reach out, beyond the confines of planet Earth,
and explore the universe? Will we establish colonies in space, on
orbiting space stations, or set up new homes on the Moon, Mars, and
beyond? If you haven't already been to an Outreach to Space program
in your area, check the calendar, and see when you can explore 10-12
fun, hands-on space science exhibits at a local event or school!

PARTNERS

Outreach to Space is comprised of ten relatively small science centers
throughout the United States, who have formed a collaboration to deliver
the program to rural audiences. Collectively, we are trying to foster a life-
long interest in science, technology, engineering, and math in our
communities—and not just because it’s cool. Today’s children will be
tomorrow’s leaders, scientists, engineers and policy-makers. The world
is going high-tech, and we need to be ready. All of the partners share
this common goal, with their exhibits and in-house programs, as well as
their outreach efforts.

The Exploratorium is a key partner, with their vast experience as a
science center and science exhibit manufacturer. David Heil Associates
is evaluating the success of this program.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Startup funding for
the Outreach to
Space program was
provided by a grant
from the National

Science Foundation.
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SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS

INTRODUCTION:

If the people who will be using OTS need an introduction to the exhibits
and space travel, do not hesitate to contact the museum that brought
them to you. If you desire, we will walk your facilitators or aides through
the exhibits so you may adequately assist your clients, students, or
workers. We are also available to confer with you on any other needs
you might have.

USE AND ENJOYMENT OF EXHIBITS:

Most of the exhibits are wheelchair accessible. Most of the exhibits
require sight to fully appreciate. However, a few might also be
appreciated by the visually impaired: Different Worlds, Different
Weights; Gloves in Space; Rocket Launch; Space Colony. We
encourage your people to work in pairs, if possible. Depending on your
clients’ or students’ abilities, they may gain some insight into space
travel. Atthe very least most should have fun operating the exhibits.
This manual contains numerous hands-on activities, some of which may
be suitable for your clientele.

REMEMBERING:

If your people would appreciate mementos of their experience, let us
know; we may be able to provide some suitable pictures, certificates or
objects. In addition, you may take as many photographs of your people
with the exhibits as you wish.

EVALUATION:

If we do not offer, ask us for an evaluation form after you have hosted
the OTS exhibits. Filling out and returning this form will help us improve
our service to you and other agencies or schools in the future.

FOLLOW UP:

Your museum also has relevant permanent and temporary exhibits, and
in some cases, planetarium shows. We encourage you to consider
taking advantage of these opportunities. Special group rates may apply.
Contact your museum for more detail.
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OQutreach to Space

astronomy, space flight, and space settlement

Background

- Big Dipper
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- Gravity Well
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- Sunspotter Telescope

Getting Iinto Space
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- Aim for Orbit
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Future in Space
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